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Date: March 16, 2021
Location: Three Spas/Massage Parlors, Atlanta, GA
Attacker: Robert Aaron Long, 21
Killed: 8
Wounded: 1
Weapon: Handgun legally purchased hours before 
the shooting from Big Woods Goods, Holly Springs, 
GA

Attack:
• Waiting in parking lot of Young’s Asian Massage 

for an hour before going in for an hour and 
12 minutes. Reports of the gunman telling a 
customer to look up at him, before the attacker 
shot him in the face. Four were killed there. 

• An hour later, he arrived at the Gold Massage 
Spa and killed three women. Other reports came 
in from across the street at Aromatherapy Spa 
where another woman was killed. There was 
a report from the Gold Massage Spa that the 
attacker said “I’m going to kill all Asians.”

• After the first shooting, police released 
surveillance footage and the attacker’s parents 
recognized him. The parents had a tracking 
device on his phone or his car. He was taken into 
custody around 8:30 P.M. while driving south. He 
said he was headed to Florida to attack another 
business tied to the pornography industry. 

Key Points: 
• Claims he was motivated by a sexual addiction that 

was at odds with his religious beliefs. Long claims 
to have initially thought about killing himself but 
instead decided to target the businesses to 
“help” others dealing with sex addiction

• Previous treatment at Hope Quest and Maverick 
recovery. Had blocking software on his computer 
and used a flip-phone to reduce temptation.

• Fall 2017 to Fall 2018 at Cumming Campus of 
the University of North Georgia.

• He was a hunter.

• His father was a lay leader in the church.

• Long’s parents reported him missing on January 
20, 2019, police records show. They told Cherokee 
sheriff’s deputies Long went to his girlfriend’s 
home in Chattanooga and was expected to return 
that evening. Instead, he texted his parents that 
he “would not be coming home because he 
wanted a fresh start.”

• Long worshipped at Crabapple First Baptist 
Church in Alpharetta and attended a youth 
mission trip to Costa Rica in 2016. In 2014, he 
belonged to a Christian group at the school called 
First Priority. Two years later, he participated in 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes and led its weekly 
gatherings.

• There were reports of him being kicked out of 
his house by his parents the night before the 
shootings. Per accounts, “Long’s parents had 
become fed up with his obsession with sex, which 
led to him viewing porn for hours online and 
visiting the massage parlors, which have been 
rumored to offer sexual services.”

• His roommate shared that Long’s relationship 
with a girlfriend collapsed after she found out 
that he frequented massage businesses.

• His parents said Long did not suffer from mental 
illness, did not take any medication and was not 
suicidal, the deputy wrote.

• To wean himself off porn, Long set strict 
limits on his use of the Internet, 
didn’t own a smartphone and 
deleted his Facebook 
account, Bayless said.
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Church bylaws:
We believe that any form of sexual immorality, such 
as adultery, fornication, homosexuality, bisexual 
conduct, bestiality, incest, polygamy, pedophilia, 
pornography, or any attempt to change one’s sex, or 
disagreement with one’s biological sex, is sinful and 
offensive to God.  (Psalm 139; Rom. 1:18-32; 1 Cor. 
6:9-20)

References:
https://hopequestgroup.org

https://www.newsweek.com/church-robert-aaron-
long-attended-removes-social-media-wake-atlanta-
massage-parlor-shootings-1576893

https://www.newser.com/story/303892/alleged-
shooters-parents-had-just-kicked-him-out-of-house.
html

https://www.ajc.com/news/police-spa-shooting-
suspect-had-visited-atlanta-locations-before/
GKXF6GFRBVBZPIXIREQDAGNTFQ/

https://www.abc57.com/news/what-we-know-
about-robert-aaron-long-the-suspect-in-atlanta-spa-
shootings

https://nypost.com/2021/03/19/alleged-atlanta-
spa-shooters-church-condemns-suspects-actions/

https://www.washingtonpost.com/national/
a t l a n t a - s h o o t i n g - s u s p e c t - r o b e r t - a a r o n -
long/2021/03/19/9397cdca-87fe-11eb-8a8b-
5cf82c3dffe4_story.html

https://open.spotify.com/episode/1vfw9yasDkRgu
TQcYuNA7M?si=-C3PlLaFROKB41UkmoU0xw&nd=1

Long’s testimony from his church video (deleted):
“As many of you may remember, when I was 8 years 
old I thought I was becoming a Christian, and got 
baptized during that time. And I remember a lot of 
the reason for that is a lot of my friends in my Sunday 
school class were doing that,” Long reportedly said 
in the clip. “And after that time, there wasn’t any fruit 
from the root that is our salvation.”

Long went on to compare his personal spiritual 
journey to that of the “Prodigal Son” from a parable 
told by Jesus in the Gospel of Luke in the New 
Testament of the Bible. In that story, a son takes 
his inheritance, leaves his family, and lives a life of 
“sin.” After losing everything, the son returns to be 
welcomed home by his father.

“And by the grace of God, I was able to draw the 
connection there and realize this is a story between 
what happened with me and God. I ran away living 
completely for myself, and he still wants me, and so 
that’s when I was saved,” Long said in the video.”

Quotes from yearbook: 
“If I’m angry or something, I go down to my drum set 
and start hitting stuff,” Robert Aaron Long said in 
Sequoyah High School’s yearbook in 2017, the year 
he graduated. “It just helps.” 

Screenshot from Instagram (deleted):
A screenshot of the account, obtained by CNN, 
showed it used the name “Aaron Long” and the bio 
section caption read, “Pizza, guns, drums, music, 
family, and God. This pretty much sums up my life. 
It’s a pretty good life.”
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